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1956 
ITEM aM 
Sept. 8 S 
Commodity prices, wholesale: | 
AVL COMMODITIOS. cocccceccccenssesenssesesenese 1947-49m100.. | seesvece 
Farm PrOduCtS.scesecececsesees e oevccce cocceceseeDeese | cocesscces | 
FOOdS, PPOCOSSOD, occcccccccecccccsccecsseccsccceseesMecce | ceccccsece 
ALL OTMOF . cccccccccccncveccccscsscecce sosceecececeesDOeees | cveseccces | 
22 COMMODITIOS Z2/cccccccccccceccccesccccccscscccecesseOeses 90.5 
Department store saleS.....s06- sovoccvcsccesvevceseccceeGOsece 112 | 
Insured unemployment, totel....sscsccceceecs acacesceceotNOUEes 1,160 
SURIG POG MER. ccc cnseccccccvsveses peecaand ovresecdeoeOOnees 1,058 | 
Finance: 
Currency in circulation 3/.esceecscecceseceese mil, Of dol, 30,786 | 
Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/....+dOs.es | 25,454 
Member bank reserve DaIONCeS 3/..cceccccescccccsvceccsDQueee | 18,800 
Excess reserves, estimated 3/...cccccecccesecsecesesIQuens | 445 
Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading citles: 4/ 
Demand deposits, adjusted......sceccecesceeesMil, Of dol... | 54,920 
Time deposits, except U, S. Government,..ccsccccceesdQeeee 21,946 
Loans and investments (adjusted), total... cssescceeeWQeees 85,684 
U. S. Government obligations, ..ccccccccccccccccessIOsces | 26,50! 
Commercial, industrial, and agr, loans (gross)....d0o.... 29,355 
Real-estate loans (Gross). sssccccccecceseesscesesedQenes 8,747 
Failures, industrial and commercial.....seeccceeeeesnumber,, | 196 
Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/.,......percent,. | 3,71 
Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand, & Poor's) 4/,..1941-43=10,, | 48,02 
Industrials, 425 stocks. ccccrccccsscccsccssessscesssWeees 51,46 
Production: 
Bituminous Coa! 3/..ccsccccccsessceeeethous, Of short tons,, 1,739 
Electric power, by utilities, .cccccesscseseeMil, Of kw,-hr,, 10,955 
Passenger cars and trucks (Ward'S)..cceccssesevesesstumber,, 62,482 
Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/....ese0e-thous, of bbi,. 7,037 
Stoel 5/..ccoceccccecoccescecccccccesethOuS, of short tons,, 2,429 
Percent of capacity 3/ccccccccccccccsccccccsvccsesceccece #98,7 
Freicht carloadings, Totel...csesecesecceseessthouS, Of Cars,, 680 
MISCO! IANGOUS. ccccveccconccccoccecececeocoesees covcceeGOecee 330 


1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesday prices, 
1957: 
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS 


ITEM 


— sainccainastiaandi ——s . + 
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 
Personal income, by source: | 
Seasonally adjusted at annual rates: 

Total personal income,.... eoeedil, of dol.. 

Wage and salary disbursements, TOTOls.sesesseeseesDreee | 

Commodity-producing Industries. .csscsecessvessesWeeee | 
Distributive Industries....... eccccescccesWseee 

Service industries,..... cecceceedO. 

Government .ccccsecsees ecccccesDOscee 


Cee eee tame enee 


Cee ree eee anes “*e 


Other labor iIncome........ ieaeevaas tesa I 
Proprietors’ and rental Income,.scccecesecsseccessDeees | 
Personal interest income and dividends..scseeeseeeIOneee | 
Transfer payments,.... 
Less personal contributions for social 
Total nonagricultural income,.... 
Industrial production (FRR): 
Unadjusted, combined index....... 
Manufactures. sesseees 
Durable manufactures, 
Primary metels.... 
Metal fabricatina (including ordnance), .eseceesedOuess 
Fabricated metal products.......- es8Oeces 
Machi nery..ccccoceccocsccceccocese 
Transportation equipment, 
Instruments and related products,..c.ss- 


cvcvcccccccccccceceeceOcces | 
insurance, .do.... 
oFO.cce | 


eee eeee eee eeeee 


eevee 1947-492100,, 
PITTTITITT TTT te 
covvesWecee 


sovecesseeesesDeres 


eeeeeeeee 
eee ewe eet eee 
wteene Cnet eee eneenee 


Peewee teen wees 


ereeeeeenee 


ecccceccceseDeeee 
cccceeDOccce 
covcceDecee 


ooeesDO.ere 
0 e8O.cce0 
eFO.eee 
+FOeees | 


Furniture and fixtures,....s+. 
Lumber and productS...eseees 
Stone, clay, and glass productS..ee...+- 
Miscellaneous manufacturesS,..ececcesscscence 


eee 


Nondurable monufacturesS,.cessesseres 
Printing and publishing. .ccscccesess 
Petroleum and coal productsS..e.eeess 


MINOT BIS. coccccccesceererersensereeeres 


PUTTITITITI TTT TTT tr 


eeeeWeeee 


eeeersereeeeeDWeees 


COBl es ccsccceceseserensecsneres 
Crude oi! and neture! gas...... 


£/ Revised, p/ Preliminary, 
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325.6 
225.7 
96,3 
60,2 
31.2 
38.0 


7.5 
49.9 
29.7 

18.5 


310.7 


128 
129 
139 

62 
160 
124 


185 
162 


115 
116 
156 
135 


9 
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119 

62 
149 
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August 


329.5 
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July 





1957 

Aug. 24 Aug. 3! Sept. 7 Sept. 14 
scavetuets | srebencans 118.3 ain 

taaksboes fi peamwecess 93.0 92.5 

cetcaanee pieedewesen 107.3 106.7 

ieeiuseden D sesaatecan 125.9 125.8 

88.8 88.4 88,3 87,9 

121 134 PERF acennsccas 

1,217 ROR 1 ccocesesna | cccceecese 

1,120 Re | ccccesuess | basencoean 

31,055 30,998 31, 145 31,256 

25,211 25,133 25,228 25,408 

18,806 | 18,831 | 18, 760 18,876 

523 | 461 455 | 633 

54,482 | 54,973 | GAEDE |) o0cecadnce 

23,610 | 23,633 | SEGED | scssecsens 

86,973 | 86,470 | OSS f cocucssens 

25,303 | 24,914 oF ere 

32,217 | 32,012 SBOE: | -ccccccecve 

8,682 | 8, 696 OT | scccasceses 

260 | 262 a Ree 

4.38 | 4.4) 4.42 4,42 

45,49 | 44,64 45.05 44,26 

49,10 | 48,20 48.69 47.83 

| 

1,658 | 1,677 (008. | ccacccnacs 

12,023 | 12, 147 Te iy RRS AS 

143,621 | 139,378 108, 120 105,791 

6,789 | 6, 766 eT T acapesaess 

2,101 | 2, 103 2,073 2,097 

82.1 82.2 81,0 81.9 

759 | 745 0B | eccccceses 

367 357 | TOD fb suctacsass 

| = ms 4 — 

4/ Wednesday date. 5/ Week beginning September 16, 


# Not comparable with 1957 
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3 












































1956 1957 
1TEM 
July August May June July August 
] © GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS - Continued 
industriel production (FRB) - Continued 
Adjusted, COMDINEd INGOX....s.ecccscccccccceses |1947-49e100,, 136 143 143 144 144 pia¢ 
MONUTACTUTES». cccccccccccccccccccccccsscccoccscccceeOccee 138 144 145 146 146 ples 
Durable aunutectUresescocepeccccsescsccccceecesess@Oecee 148 158 159 162 162 p’o2 
Priaary METAS. .cccccscoccocccccccccocescecesnseOOecee 69 125 132 132 ix 2133 
Metal fabricating (including ordnance)......000edO.e0. 169 172 175 177 riz? pi76 
Fabricated metal products....ccccccccececceesedQceee 130 134 136 139 rial pi38 
MACHINE Yo cccrcccccccccccccssccccscccscecceceeIOseee 173 175 168 171 ri73 pi75 
Transportation equipment....cccccccccccccccecedQeeee 189 191 213 r215 r210 p2i2 
Instruments and related products....cccccccceeeDOccce 167 171 71 rivi ri74 pivs 
Furniture and Fixtures. .cccccccccccccccccccceccseWscce 123 122 121 ri2i ri23 pi2i 
Lumber BNA Products. ccccccccccccccccccccccccceeWecce 127 150 5 125 121 piis 
Stone, Clay, ONd GlasS Products....sccccccscecesIOsese 161 160 159 ri57 ri54 p15? 
Miscellaneous monufactures....cccecssccscccsseesGQcnee 145 145 139 142 | ri4i p40 
Nondurable manufactures... cccsccccscccccccceseseseeWOeees 128 130 1x0 130 | 130 pisi 
Printing and publishing, ...cccccccccccescccsesseIOsese 136 138 142 141 ri40 pial 
Petroleum and coal products, ..sccccccesseccsecssDeees 132 139 142 ri3e ri36 p36 
MinsrelSccccocccecvccnccccccccsevcecescocecosesecose@Oecce 123 130 [sO r i268 127 p'28 
COB! cccccccccccccccccccccccccccoscccescosesvesceeDeeee 75 85 r82 ré7 83 p85 
Crude ol! and natural gOS...cccccccccccccsccscsscesWsece 152 154 rts3 ri47 147 p47 
Consumer durables output (FRB): 
Uned justed Index, Total, coccccccccccccccescoccccccecooSOoces 116 120 124 131 116 pis2 
Major consumer durables... ccccccccccccccscessercceeeDQeees 121 122 131 140 121 p 140 
AUTOS. cecvccccccccoccescoccccccecceccccoecccceosoe@Occce 127 109 144 156 134 pi46 
Major household QoodS..csccsrcccscsscsccccsesvecseIQvees 117 136 122 129 100 | cocccccces 
Other consumer durabdles...c.ccccccccccccccccccssescedQeece 106 15 106 108 r 106 plis 
Adjusted index, Totel.ccccccccccccccccccsvccccsoevvcssWeoece 127 127 124 129 129 pi33 
Major consumer dureblesS,...cccccccccccvcsecececcccesWOeees 135 132 13! 137 137 pi43 
AUTOS cccccceccrccccccccccceccccococoeccoccecsooeseWOecce 122 124 139 144 iM pi4s 
Major household Goods. ..csecccsescecsscsccscsesessWeees 148 141 126 133 142 | cecccccces 
Other consumer durables. ...ccsccscccccccscccccescessIOeeee ae 114 108 108 | rit pill 
COMMODITY PRICES 
Retell price: 
All commodities (U.S. Dept. of Commerce index) .1935-39=100.. 213.6 212.5 215.3 216.6 217.5 eccccocccs 
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE 
] © Engineering construction: 
Contract owards (ENR) I/scccccccccccccccscccceemil, Of dol.. 1,835 1,828 1,857 1,561 | 1,589 1,805 
New permanent nonfarm dwelling units started: 
Unad justed: 
Tote!, privately end publicly owned,......+++.. thouseands,, 01,1 103.9 r103,0 97,0 96,0 95.0 
Privately owned, Total. .ccccccccccceccscccscssecseWnrees 99.0 103.2 r96.9 92,0 90,2 92.6 
Im metropolitan BFe@OS...cccccsescceccesesssccesedOsees 68,1 70.5 66,7 64,2 | 61,6 64,2 
Publicly CWNOG, ccccccccccccccccccccccccecoocceseceWOcee. 2.1 7 r6.1 5.0 5.8 2.4 
Seasonally adjusted et annual rate: | 
Privately owned, TOTOl..ccccccccccccccecscescsseeesedeene 1,070.0 1, 136.0 r994.0 970.0 | 980,0 1,010.0 
Construction cost indexes: | 
Associated General Contractors (all types)...e.ee.!9I3e100,, 467 467 479 485 | 488 | 488 
Engineering News-Record: | | 
Bul tng Zihevencecccessssscccoccsecescccessesl MI =AOnIOD,« 145.3 147.9 149.1 149.8 | 152.9 152.6 
COMstruction 2/.ccccoccccsccccccccccccscccccsceseeseWeece 153.7 155.6 159,2 159.9 163, 1 162.9 
DOMESTIC TRADE 
All retail stores: 3/ 
Estimated sales (unadjusted), total....eessee--mil, of dol... 15,382 16, 187 17,205 17,114) r 16,865 17,691 
Dureabdle-goods stores: 
AUTOMOTIVE GrOUPs secccccccccccscccccsscccsccsessesWeees 3,066 3,110 3,550 3,609 r3,418 3,391 
Furniture and appliance Group. .esccccccsceesesssesIQsene 846 900 673 916 r873 Bo8 
Nondurable-goods stores: 
APPEre! GrOUPs .ccccccccccccscccccccccccccesesccocseWOvece 768 863 998 994 r646 925 
Drug and proprietary STOres...cccccecceccccceceeeeWeeee 464 475 520 Sit | r513 516 
Eating and drinking places...cccccccccccsccecceesedOsees 1,306 1,333 1,253 1,289 | rl, 384 1,391 
FOOd TOUPccccccccccccecccececccccccecoccosooseeeeWecce 3,628 3,840 4,045 3,977 r4,029 4,428 
Gasoline service STATIONS. cccccccccccccccvescesesedOeees 1,239 i,253 1,293 1,32! ri,363 1,376 
General-—merchandise Group. .ccccccesacccccscessceseWrene 1,414 1,663 1,723 1,680 rt,540 1,823 
Estimated sales (seasonally adjusted), total......s00edOeeee 15,871 16, 101 16,644 16,783 | ri7,033 17,249 
Durabdle-goods STOre@S...cecccccccccccccsccccsececceseIOsees 5,514 5,512 5,776 5,606 | r5,850 5,862 
Nondurable-goods STOFOS. .cccccccceccsceccccccescesssWeces 10,357 10,589 10,867 10,977 | rit, 164 11,387 
Department store sales, United States total: 
Unadjusted index...ercccccessecccsccseccecccess 1947-49e100,, r 102 113 124 121 | pl04 plis 
Adjusted Index. ccccccceccceccccccevcccsceosovcecccceseEOsece ri29 128 125 127 | pis2 pi33 
EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES 
Labor force (Bureau of the Census): 4/ 
Civitlan labor force, Total cccccccccccsccecesesstnousands,, 69,489 68,947 67,893 69,842 | 70,228 68,994 
Emp 1Oyeds ccccccccccvccecccccsccecccoscccscceccceccceeIOeeee 66,655 66,752 65,178 66, 504 67,221 66, 585 
Agricultural emp loyment..cccccccccseccscssesccesesWeees 7,700 7,265 6,659 7,534 7,772 6,823 
@ Nonagricuiturel omploymentesseccccosseccccececees dress 58,955 59,487 58,519 58,970 59,449 59, 562 
Unemp loyed,.cccccccccccccccccccccccccosecccescscesseWOeece 2,833 2,195 2,715 3,337 3,007 2,609 





c/ Revised, p/ Preliminary, 1/ Dats for August 1956 and May and August !957 are for 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks. 2/ Data reported at 
the beginning of each month are shown here for the previous month, 3/ Data for August 1957 are advance estimates, 4/ Estimates beginning 
January 1957 reflect certain changes made in the definitions for employment and unemployment, etc, Figures for August 1957, comparable with 
date through August 1956, In order as above (thous,): 68,999; 66,619; 6,827; 59,792; 2,380. 
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EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES - Continued 





Employees in nonagricultural establishments: 

Totel, unadjusted (U, S, Department of Labor) |/, thousands... 2 52,88) r52,600 p52,838 
Manufacturing. ..esccccceseeees coveccscesse€Ooces r 16,852 r 16,698 p16,949 
MERIAGacscccncccdseovcocecdceucesescececceseceensescsOOcece = r658 r856 p854 
COmPPRST GUNN ORT ORircidikcccccncesscitceserverceeséceOOuces 3 r3,232 r3,280 p3,299 
Transportation and public utilities. ecencecsOBeces ) r4,i6i r4,202 p4,223 
Wholesale and retall trade,..ccccoccrccescccesovcecssOOeces . rii,505 rtt,510 p11,505 
Finance, insurance, and real estate, js nine anal 2,359 2,392 02,393 
Service and miscel laneous........6. esenetitsaie 76,551 r6,524 p6,506 
Government I/ sccccccccccccvecccvcccscccccccccccosceeWeece r7,343 r7,138 p7, 109 

Production workers in manufacturing industries: 

TOPE! , cccccccccccncccecescecccvcccccccscccoccceccseceedOeees ri2,955 ri2,783 pi3,031 

Dureble-goods Industries... cccccccccccccccccccccccceeDOsces r7,603 r7,427 
Ordnance Bnd ACCOSSOF IOS... .cccsceccsceececseesesesIOreee r76 r73 
Lumber and wood prodécts (except furniture). ....6<dOseee - r659 r645 
Furnalture Gnd Fixtures. ccoccsccccccccccccoccccccccWOesce cSt r 308 
Stone, clay, and glass products.....ccccccccscecesdOeces r459 r443 
Primary motel tndustrles.ccccccccccccccccccecccceeGOeces r!,093 rl,074 
Fabricated metal products....cecccccccececseseseesIQeees r887 r870 
Machinery (except electrical). cccccccccccceseccsesWcces 1,239 ri,206 
Electr teal MONAT Ys ccacccccnceccsviccecoccescces@Ooees 655 r850 
Transportation equipmant,..ccscccecccscccssseseesedQeues rt,4i5 rl,369 
Instruments ond related ProductS, ..ccccccccseveeeedQeeee r224 r22! 

Nondurable-goods Industries. ..ccccccesecccecssscseesWcees r5,352 r5,356 
Food and kindred products,......... occcenetOeene 1,056 ri,ti4 
FORROCD MRNNTOCIIT OR 6 .o.uie'cc ete sitscs0esctcecsecssOOaece 73 rv 
Fatt iermh ht promustSs sicecoscccccascceccsnesecoseOOecee rots r895 
Appare! and other finished textile products.......d0.... = ri,045 rt,025 
Paper and Billed products. ..csceescsecsccssesersesWyene r469 r459 
Printing, publishing, and allied products... ° r556 r553 
Chemicals and allied products,,. - ne r535 r53i 
Products of petroleum and coal, «do, r175 riz? 
RUBOE SPOONS ec cceconcdéscsoscce iret ri97 r200 
Leather and leather products. ....scccccccccccecs 333 r332 

Muisfecturing production-worker indexes: 
Employment: Unadjusted... ..cscescccecccesseees |1947-490100,, r104,7 ri03.3 
Ad JUSTOG, ccccccccccccccccccecoscccceseseedOsece r 105.5 r104,.8 
Payrolls, UNADJUSTED, ..cesceseserceeeccssseuss rt63,8 rt160,4 
Hours and earnings: 

Average weekly hours per worker, #!! manufacturing,..hours.. 40,0 r39.7 
Durable-goods industriesS.......+. r40.5 r40,0 
Nondurable-goods Industries. ...cccsececccncseseeseesdeeee 3.2 r39.4 

Average weekly earnings, el! manufacturina,........dollars,. 82.80 r62.18 
Durable-goods induStries...cccccccccccccccsesesceeseIecese r88.70 r88,00 
Nondurable-goods industries....... ecccceeeDccce 74,09 r74,86 

Average hourly earnings, al! manufacturing. ...csceeeeeDWeees 2,07 r2.07 
Durable-goods Industries... ..secccscccccccssesercscesIOnees 2.19 2,20 
Nondurable-goods industries.......cscccceccccceessesdOnens 1,89 1,90 


METALS AND MANUFACTURES 














Industrial trucks (electric), shipments: 
Head (motor )20d). .ccccccccccccccccccscoccccsccees 
RIdOT—TYPO. cccccccccccccccoccsssccrececces cocecccsseseWscee 
Industrial trucks end trectars (gasol!ine-powered), ship- 


MONTS  cccccccceccccccccvesceccescesssccscescceces cMUMEr,, 


++enumber,, 682 554 618 536 611 Sebseccere 
512 374 429 433 420 eccsecoece 




















2,725 2,137 1,737 1,869 1,651 eecesseses 





c/ Revised, p/ Preliminary, J/ Revisions tor March and April 1957, respectively (thous,): Tots!, 51,919; 52,270; Government, 7,360; 7,576, 
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